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Dear Graeme, 
 
 
 
 
I understand that the Committee will be considering the issue of deposit return, among other 
issues on 20 June, and I thought the Committee might find it useful to receive an update on 
the Scottish Government’s work on deposit return.  
 
I believe it is particularly important to consider deposit return in the context of the wider zero 
waste and circular economy agenda, and I very much welcome the fact the ECCLR sub 
group has recognised this point.  The Scottish Government’s circular economy strategy, 
Making Things Last, sets out our approach to ensuring that we have the measures in place, 
from producers through to consumers and ultimately the resource industry, to keep valuable 
materials in circulation for as long as possible.  The extent to which deposit return could play 
a part in that process is a particularly interesting point, with a number of complex issues in 
play.   
 
The concept of extended producer responsibility - ensuring that those who produce products 
and put them onto the market are responsible for the end of life management of their 
products, especially for take-back, recycling and final disposal - is key to a circular economy, 
and goes much broader than the materials that feature in deposit return systems. My officials 
have been working with stakeholders on both of these issues in parallel, and the next 
milestone will come next week, on 27 June, where we will draw together the conclusions of 
stakeholder workshops on deposit return.   
 
One point emerging from engagement thus far is that deposit return systems can take many 
shapes and sizes, and it is challenging to fully work through the challenges and benefits 
without having a model, or models, on the table.  I will be giving this, and the other issues 
that emerge from the final stakeholder workshop, full consideration.  I have found the sub 
group’s report very helpful in flushing out the challenges and benefits of deposit return which 
are, of course, reflected in the views of those engaged in both sides of the debate so far on 



 
 

deposit return.  I will be glad to update Parliament on next steps once the current phase of 
stakeholder engagement has concluded. 
 
 
 
   Yours, 

                                
                                       Roseanna Cunningham 

 


